A new study examines the connection between intimate partner violence and alcohol and drug use. Researchers have found that increased substance use results in more severe violence, male perpetrators were more often problem drinkers, and female victims were less likely to use alcohol.
A study on patterns of alcohol and drug use in the murder or attempted murder of women by their intimate partners showed a strong and direct relationship between substance use and such violence.
This study examines the connection between alcohol and drug use and intimate partner violence, both during the incident and in the year leading up to it. The researchers found that higher levels of substance use by the offenders (and to a lesser extent, by the victims) tracked closely with more severe violence. Notably, although both partners may have regularly used alcohol before the homicide, attempted homicide, or the most severe violent incident of abuse, more male partners than female victims were problem drinkers. Also, during these violent incidents, more male partners than their female victims used alcohol.
As other articles in this issue state, intimate partner violence, the most common form of violence against women, is a key prelude to the murder of women by their partners. Alcohol and drugs are involved in more than half of these homicides, 1 and men who batter their partners also frequently abuse alcohol. 2 In this study, strikingly high rates of alcohol and drug use were reported for males who murdered or attempted to murder their female partners. These findings reinforce the already documented complex relationship between substance use by men and violence against women.
Focus of Study
The researchers looked at women from 10 geographically diverse U.S. cities, examining patterns of substance use by homicide or attempted homicide victims, abuse victims, and nonabused women and by their male partners. The study focused on three groupings: (1) women who were victims of homicide or attempted homicide and their partners, (2) abused women who were not targets of attempted homicide and their partners, and (3) nonabused women and their partners. Because homicide victims and their partners were so similar to attempted homicide victims and their partners-in terms of demographics, the dynamics of the relationship, and other factors such as prior abuse and stalking 3 -the researchers combined these two groups in the study.
Patterns of Alcohol and Drug Use
In the year before the murder, attempted murder, or the most severe violent incident, female victims used alcohol and drugs less frequently than their partners did, and they consumed less of either 
substance when they did drink or use drugs (see table 1 ). This pattern largely mirrors that in the general population. 4 Still, 13 percent of the female intimate partner homicide and attempted homicide victims, 7 percent of the abuse victims, and less than 2 percent of the nonabused women were problem drinkers. These rates are similar to those for abused women who went for treatment in hospital emergency departments.
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During the homicide, attempted homicide, or the most severe violent incident, the victims also were less likely than their partners to be drinking or using drugs (see table 2 ).
Previous studies found that almost twothirds of female homicide victims tested negative for alcohol at the time of death. 6 In this study, more than three-quarters of the victims of the homicide or attempted homicide of women and almost 90 percent of the abused women did not consume alcohol, either at the time of their murder or the most serious violent incident. In contrast, more than 80 percent of males who killed or abused a female partner were problem drinkers in the year before the incident. They drank more frequently than their victims, and they tended to binge drink. Other studies report that more than half of these killers drank just before or at the time of the murder. 7 The current findings on substance use in the homicide or attempted homicide of women show less use by both parties than prior studies. But the findings confirm the same pattern of male offenders being more likely than their female victims to drink alcohol or use drugs at the time of the incidents.
Several other findings provide insight into the role of substance use in intimate partner violence. For example, during the homicide, attempted homicide, or the most severe incident of violence, the offender typically used alcohol or drugs. Significantly, ■ More homicide and attempted homicide offenders than those men who abused or did not abuse their partners were described either as drunk every day or as a problem drinker or drug user (see table 1 ).
■ More than two-thirds of the homicide and attempted homicide offenders used alcohol, drugs, or both during the incident; less than one-fourth of the victims did (see table 2 ).
■ More than one-fourth of the homicide and attempted homicide offenders used both alcohol and drugs during the incident, while just under 6 percent of the partner abusers used both substances during the most violent incident (see table 2 ). Similar records helped the researchers identify and contact the attempted homicide survivors. These women survived a gunshot, stabbing, or serious assault carried out by an intimate partner with a clear intent to kill.
The abused women studied were between 18 and 50 years old and were "romantically or sexually involved with the perpetrator at some time during the past 2 years."
In the study, a woman was categorized as abused if she had been physically assaulted, threatened with serious violence, or stalked by a current or former intimate partner.
Sample sizes for each city were set based on the annual rate of intimate partner homicide in that city. The nonabused women in the study were selected from the same cities as the homicide and attempted homicide victims and the abused women, using a random-digit-dialing telephone method. The nonabused group also included women who had been romantically or sexually involved sometime during the past 2 years but who had not been physically assaulted, threatened with serious violence, or stalked by a current or former intimate partner.
Details on sample recruitment and on data collection tools and methods are described in "The Role of Alcohol Use in Intimate Partner Femicide." 2 (Femicide is a term that means the murder of women by their intimate partners.) particularly dangerous. The findings also point out that serious alcohol use by males who abuse their partners increases the risk for fatal or violent victimization of women involved in such relationships. -also must be studied.
Limitations of the Study
Third, African Americans with limited education and low incomes were overrepresented in the sample of female victims of intimate partner homicide and attempted homicide, perhaps because they had fewer resources to address alcohol and drug problems, including limited social support systems. In addition, AfricanAmerican males who murdered or attempted to murder their partners more frequently reported that they had a low level of education, were unemployed, and were not looking for work than did others who carried out these same violent acts. An earlier study showed that these same characteristics were directly related to intimate partner violence against women. 10 It is also possible that the overrepresentation of African-American women among the sample of female victims of intimate partner homicide and attempted homicide resulted from how the sampling was done. African-American abuse victims living in poverty and the proxies of those killed may have been easier to find because they lacked the resources to relocate. Due to the above limitations, generalizing from the results of this study may be somewhat problematic. Still, poverty is an important factor because other research shows that increased alcohol use and violence against women often occur within the context of poverty. 
